New NIH institute?
The US National Institutes of Health (NIH) may create a centre devoted to translational medicine, aiming to speed basic biomedical discoveries to therapy. As Nature went to press, a board of advisers to NIH director Francis Collins was set to vote on a proposal to create an institute to house the Cures Acceleration Network, a drug-development programme of up to US$500 million authorized in this year's health-care reform law. It would also be home to the Clinical and Translational Science Awards, worth $458 million in 2010. See go.nature.com/sg21hh for more.
Food safety
Sweeping food-safety legislation was passed by the US Senate on 30 November, but hit an unexpected roadblock. The bill comes after repeated outbreaks of food-borne illness, and gives the Food and Drug Administration broad new food-policing powers. The agency would also have to identify the most significant contaminants and issue science-based guidance on how to fight them. But because the bill is argued to raise taxes, congressional rules require a revote in the Senate, which Republicans say they will not permit until other political goals are achieved. See go.nature.com/xh4vxo for more.
Synchrotron cuts
Under pressure from the nations that fund it, the European Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF) in Grenoble, France, has announced that it will cut its budget and scale back plans for an upgrade. On
GM beet ban
A federal judge, who in August barred US farmers from planting genetically modified (GM) sugar beets, is blocking any attempt to get round the ban. The ruling meant that GM beets -which provide about half of the US sugar supply -could not be grown until the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) completes environmental-impact statements. The USDA let
Climate meeting
In the first major development at the United Nations climate talks in Cancún, Mexico, Japan announced that it will not support an extension beyond 2012 of the Kyoto Protocol, the only international agreement with legally binding targets to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. No solution was forthcoming at the beginning of this week. Meanwhile, Brazil announced at the talks that deforestation in the Amazon was at a historic
Seals threatened
Two Alaskan seal species may become the first animals since the polar bear in 2008 to be listed as 'threatened' under the US Endangered Species Act because of climate change. On 3 December, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration proposed adding Arctic ringed seals (Pusa hispida) and Pacific bearded seals (Erignathus barbatus) to the threatened list, citing diminished sea ice 30 November, members of the ESRF Council voted for a 6% cut to the facility's €86.8-million (US$114-million) three-year budget. The savings will be made in part by reducing operating time and downsizing a planned extension of the main experimental hall.
biotech 'stecklings' be planted, which are designed to produce GM seeds, not sugar beet directly. Yet last week, the judge ordered them to be destroyed too. Monsanto, based in St Louis, Missouri, which markets the GM beets, says it will appeal the ruling.
in their native habitats. The final decision will be made after a period of 60 days to allow public comment; if listing is approved, the agency will need to make a recovery plan to increase seal populations. 
